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98-371 Sept. 11,1998 
For Immediate Release: 
EIU MAKES U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORTS "AMERICA'S BEST COLLEGES" LIST 
CHARLESTON-- Eastern Illinois University has once again made U.S. News & 
World Report's "America's Best Colleges" list, reaching a ranking of 35th among the 123 
Midwestern Regional Universities. 
For the past five years, Eastern has consistently ranked in the second tier, or 
quartile, of the Midwest Regionals (thus always above the median) and, until 1997, was 
the only Illinois public university in the second tier. Public and private institutions are mixed 
in these rankings. 
"We are pleased Eastern Illinois University continues to rank consistently above the 
median in this survey," said Jill Nilsen, acting vice president for external relations. 'The 
recognition acknowledges continued efforts by the university's faculty and staff to provide 
quality education to our students." 
Each university's overall ranking is based on six components: academic reputation 
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(25 percent of the final score); retention and graduation rates (25 percent); faculty 
resources-- salaries, class size, etc. (20 percent); student selectivity (15 percent); financial 
resources (1 0 percent); and alumni giving rate (5 percent). 
Eastern's greatest strengths are its academic reputation and its retention/graduation 
of students. 
The academic reputation score is based on a survey in which universities are asked 
to rank the schools in their region. 
The university's six-year graduation rate has increased to 70 percent this year; 
freshman-to-sophomore retention is 80 percent. 
Larger schools, such as the University of Illinois/Urbana-Champaign and Southern 
Illinois University/Carbondale are ranked separately as "national universities." 
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